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Autumn Is Here!
Happy fall, PFCU members and friends! We couldn’t be more excited for 
everything coming down the road, including the grand opening of the 
Parsippany branch on Baldwin Road, in Baldwin Plaza. 

The branch will be managed by Mary Beth Sherman, with a supporting 
staff of Member Experience Professionals, Dean Arfin, AnnaMaria  
LaScala and Kyle Rispoli. They, along with the rest of the PFCU family 
are eager to serve the residents of Parsippany, and continue to support 
our current members. 

Save the date for the Grand Opening Celebration Nov. 17, 2018. There 
will be cash giveaways, prizes, gifts and food. We know this will be a 
great event and we are excited to join the Parsippany community.

PFCU is committed to the community and partnering with the residents. 
We’ll be continuing our partnerships with the Interfaith Food Pantry  
and Eleventh Hour Rescue, and look forward to contributing to the  
Parsippany community. 

The change of the seasons means new beginnings and everyone here at 
PFCU cannot wait to share what’s in store for the future. 
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Thinking About Buying A New Car?
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Buying a car is a major decision and purchase. It’s something 
you’ll use on a daily basis, and generally keeps your life moving. 
While you’re working on making a choice, here are a few quick 
tips from USA Today.

Think about financing. 
Visiting the finance department at the dealership can be intimidating 
and stressful. Contact the credit union for a pre-approved loan with 
great rates and payments you can afford

Shop Around. 
Research the cars you might be interested in before you head to 
a dealership, rather than going in unprepared. To determine what 
kind of car you want, use various online resources to search new 
and used cars in your area by make, model, price, body style, and 
more. Check out PFCU’s Auto Buying Resource and locate your new 
vehicle from the comfort of your home.

Compare prices. 
See what prices are available for the types of cars you’re interested 
in. A reliable tool is Kelley Blue Book. Use the site’s car value tool 
to find out the MSRP and the dealer invoice of a car as well as a 
range of prices you can expect to see at dealerships. 

Test drive potential purchases. 
Be sure to test drive the vehicle to have peace of mind on 
whether the car is driving well, and there is nothing that feels 
“off” about the car. 

Spring for an inspection.  
Autotrader also suggests telling the seller you require an inspection 
from a mechanic before purchase to ensure there aren’t any  
problems. A mechanic may charge a nominal fee, possibly $100,  
but that cost in the long run will save you from hundreds, even 
thousands of dollars in potential future repairs. Some sellers may try 
to dismiss a mechanic’s inspection. Don’t give in – the seller could 
be covering up a serious issue with the car. Insist an inspection is 
done, or rethink your purchase.

Know your rights. 
For any new or used car, take the time to get familiar with the 
warranty package and return policies. Do you need to supplement 
the warranty? Is there a lemon law in your state? Currently, there 
are only six states that have one, so be sure to check.

Don’t be intimidated by car shopping. While there is some due 
diligence included on the car-buyers end, the result can mean a 
long-lasting purchase that ensures a better quality of life. 

When you’re ready for that car, stop in or apply online and receive an instant decision.

https://www.picacreditunion.com/products-services/loans/auto-center/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2017/11/01/10-things-you-need-know-before-buying-car/814879001/
https://www.picacreditunion.com/products-services/loans/loan-rates/


And, Enterprise will appraise your vehicle using
Kelley Blue Book® Trade-In Value and

Add $2502

October 1 – 31, 2018
Rates as low as

3.49% APR1

When you finance an Enterprise vehicle with Picatinny Federal Credit Union.

Visit cuautodeals.com and contact your credit union
to get pre-approved today

We have a variety of 1-3 year-old trucks with low miles,
the latest tech and plenty of power to pull.

Lots of makes.
Loads of models.

1: APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates as low as 3.49% APR for 60 months. $18.20 per month, for every $1,000 borrowed per month. 100% Financing available including
Tax, Title & License. Financing for qualified Picatinny Federal Credit Union members. Not all buyers will qualify. Actual rate may vary based on credit worthiness. Offer valid only on
Enterprise Car Sales vehicles purchased 10/01/2018–10/31/2018. Cannot be combined. 2: Kelley Blue Book Trade-In Values used by Enterprise are obtained from © 2018
Kelley Blue Book Co.'s website KBB.com. Kelley Blue Book Trade-In Value is based on accurate condition rating & mileage of vehicle. Accurately appraising the condition of the
vehicle is an important aspect of determining its Kelley Blue Book Trade-In Value. Kelley Blue Book valuation adjustments for vehicle mileage disproportionate to the age of the vehicle
may be capped by Enterprise Car Sales at 20% of the vehicle’s base value. If a Kelley Blue Book Trade-In Value is not available for customer's vehicle, Enterprise will provide a fair &
competitive value for customer's vehicle. Additional trade-in value of $250 is available only on passenger vehicles and light duty trucks with a Kelley Blue Book Trade-In Value & when
a vehicle is purchased from Enterprise. Customer is responsible to any extent vehicle pay-off exceeds Enterprise offer. Customer must provide required proof of ownership/registration
& all other necessary paperwork to transfer title. Offer only valid on one trade-in for each Enterprise vehicle purchase. Restrictions apply. See a Sales Consultant for details. Offer void
where prohibited including AK, HI, KY, LA, MD, NE, NM, OK, OR, SC, TX, VA and Washington D.C. Offer valid 10/01/2018–10/31/2018. No cash advances. Offer cannot be
combined. Not valid on previous purchases. Used vehicles were previously part of the Enterprise rental fleet &/or an affiliated company's lease fleet or purchased by Enterprise from
sources including auto auctions, customer trade-ins or from other sources, with a possible previous use including rental, lease, transportation network company or other use. Photo for
illustration only. The “e” logo & Enterprise are trademarks of Enterprise Holdings, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2018 Enterprise Car Sales.
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Fall Into Holiday Savings
The leaves are just starting to change, but the holidays will be here before you know it. This means spending money on  
everything from gifts, decorations and holiday dinners for friends and family. 

By creating a budget plan, you’ll be able to easily fund those festive gatherings and gift-giving. Cut down on stress and plan 
for a successful holiday season.

Start Planning
Each year, you generally know who you have to purchase gifts for 
parents, spouses, sometimes friends and of course the kids.

1.  Ask for lists
 Kids love the holiday season, the excitement, the festivities, and  
 of course gifts. By asking for a list discretely, you’ll be able to feel  
 out what they want, and find how that works into your budget. 

2. Shop online 
 Deals are always popping up online, especially if you’re a member  
 of Amazon Prime or the like. Plan to shop for your holiday gifts on  
 Black Friday, Cyber Monday or by checking your email for coupons  
 and deals from your favorite retailers. You can even order items   
 online and send them to the store to avoid shipping costs. 

3.  Plan a menu ahead of time
 By setting a menu ahead of time, you’ll have a road map of   
 food stuffs you’ll need to plan the perfect party or host a  
 special dinner. Go out of your way to buy store-brand items.  
 Get creative and visit Pinterest for some festive ideas and DIY   
 projects that could help save on costs. Dazzle your guests   
 with a deliciously planned meal and decor. 

Use Budgeting Tools
Are you unsure of where to start to budget or even how much to quantify for each thing you’ll have to buy this holiday 
season?  Don’t fret. By using a budgeting app, you’ll get into the groove of watching money in and money out, helping you 
prepare for holiday (and other) expenses. 

1.  Mint; Cost: Free. Mint is an app that gives you a snapshot of how much money you’re spending per month. Set budgets   
 for yourself on things like restaurants, gas, bills and more to keep yourself on track. The app also helps you plan and meets   
 savings goals. 

2. You Need a Budget; Cost: free trial $83.99 a year or $6.99 a month. YNAB gives each of your dollars a job.  
 It teaches you to set your intention for your money before it’s spent. The software helps you follow four simple  
 steps to getting yourself (and your money) on track. 

3. PocketGuard; Cost: Free. PocketGuard provides a snapshot and categorizes purchases as they happen to  
 help you understand where your money is going. It gives users the tools to learn about their spending  
 habits and provides insight into saving opportunities. 

By understanding your spending, you can identify various ways to save. The holidays can be  
intimidating and overwhelming, by having a plan you can avoid some of the stressors and  
have a wonderful holiday season.
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Puptoberfest Celebration 
at Horseshoe Lake
Saturday September 15 was a day for the dogs at Eleventh Hour 
Rescue’s 14th annual Puptoberfest.

This year, Picatinny Federal Credit Union donated $1,500 to the 
cause. The money will be used for caring for the animals in need 
rescued from recent hurricanes, including Maria, Isaac, Harvey 
and the most recent Florence, which impacted the Carolinas. 

Dog parents and four-legged friends were treated to an array 
of vendors, food trucks, games, 50/50 raffle and more. Eleventh 
Hour Rescue had 5,000 attendees and 38 dogs found their  
forever home.

“These animals need help. Coming out to Puptoberfest is a great 
way to support Eleventh Hour Rescue and their mission,” said 
Karen Zimmerman, VP of Marketing at PFCU. “Their work saves 
animals and gives people the opportunity to adopt their new  
best friend. We are proud supporters of the cause.”

PFCU hosts numerous fundraisers throughout the year to  
benefit Eleventh Hour Rescue. Keep an eye out for fundraisers  
in the future.

Picatinny Federal Credit 
Union Awards Two $1,500 
Scholarships and Two NJCUL 
$1,000 Scholarships
Congratulations to the Future Leaders Scholarship winners  
Ahri Han and Samantha Frank; and the New Jersey Credit  
Union League winners Timothy Topolski and Jillian Grassia! 

Out of more than 20 applicants, these four students are  
PFCU members who demonstrated excellence in academic 
achievements, community service and drafted winning essays to earn the scholarships. Ms. Han and Ms. Frank were each 
awarded $1,500 from PFCU, while Mr. Topolski and Ms. Grassi received a $1,000 scholarship from the NJCUL. 

“Congratulations to the scholarship winners,” said Keith McCarthy, CEO of Picatinny Federal Credit Union. “I’m looking  
forward to seeing what each of them will do in the future. I have no doubt they will go on to do great things.”

Ms. Han will be attending Rutgers University, New Brunswick, Mr. Topolski will be attending Rutgers  
University, Ms. Grassia will be attending Duke University, and Ms. Frank will be attending Towson  
University in the fall.

PFCU extends its congratulations to the winners, wishing each of them luck in their  
future endeavors.



Picatinny Gives You Options
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PFCU is offering you the opportunity to chose the card that fits your lifestyle: the Premium Rewards Card 
and the Personal Choice Card. The Premium Rewards Card lets you earn generous rewards, which you can 
redeem for statement credits, gift cards, events and more. Or if an extremely low rate is what you’re looking 
for, the Personal Choice Card may be just right for you. Shop this fall and holiday season with the card that’s 
right for you! 

Now you can choose the card that fits you and your lifestyle. 

Federally insured by NCUA. *APR=Annual Percentage Rate. 0% APR is on new purchases and balance transfers for 12  
billing cycles. After that, the APR for the Premium Rewards Card will be 13.74%, 16.74%, or 18.00% and the APR  
for the Personal Choice Card will be 9.74%, 12.74%, or 15.74%. The variable rate will be based on PFCU’s  
underwriting guidelines and your creditworthiness. The APR will vary with the market and is based on the Prime  
Rate. uChoose® Rewards Points will be earned starting with the first purchase you make with the Premium  
Rewards card. Rewards points will only be earned on purchases not balance transfers or cash advances.  
All rates and terms are subject to change at any time. Call the credit union to confirm rate. New  
members must open a savings account with a minimum deposit of $5 to begin their credit  
union membership and to take advantage of this offer.
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Protect Yourself
As technology evolves, it’s becoming more common for  
identities to be stolen when exposed online, via transactions  
in stores, or otherwise. While getting your identity or information  
stolen is far from ideal, and you can’t predict if a retailer will  
be hit by a security breach, there are ways to protect yourself. 

Here are a few ways to reduce the chances of identity theft 
from US News and World Report. 

Use strong passwords. Sorry, “123456” or “password” won’t  
cut it when it comes to building a strong password. Invent  
hard-to-guess codes by building them around a phrase or using a  
password manager. Don’t forget to change them regularly. Set up  
two-factor authentication, this creates an extra hurdle for thieves  
to clear.

Limit what you share online. Criminals may be able to guess your  
passwords, confirm your identity or figure out the answers to your security  
questions by the information you post on social media sites, such as Facebook  
and Instagram. If you can, aim not to share your birthdate, address, phone numbers or other personally identifiable  
information on these sites

Be careful when giving out your information. One way cyber criminals access your personal information is by  
tricking you into giving it to them. They launch “phishing” scams where they pose as your bank, credit card company,  
a tax collector or another institution in an attempt to ask you for your credit card, bank account or PIN numbers or  
other information. 

Buy a shredder. Another way thieves may find your information is through discarded mail and other hard-copy  
documents. Buy a shredder and pulverize mail and financial documents before throwing them out. If you don’t own a 
shredder, a local store, such as Staples, may be able to shred your documents for a fee.

Trust your gut. If a phone call, link or email seems suspicious, trust your instincts. Hang up the phone. Don’t click the 
link. Delete the email. If you’re not sure whether a call was legit, you can always call back – using the number on the back 
of your credit card or on the company’s website – to confirm whether the caller was the real deal.

Check or freeze your credit reports. Consumers can freeze their credit reports with each credit bureau to ensure that 
credit issuers can’t access their history, resulting in the denial of most credit applications. That freeze will stay in place until 
the consumer decides to “thaw” it. One drawback: It will cost money to freeze and unfreeze your report, so expect to pay 
around $10 or so, depending on the state you live in.

Set up alerts. Scammers may test out a small transaction of a few dollars on your credit card to make sure that it works 
before launching a full-scale attack, so it’s worth paying attention to even the tiniest charges on your accounts. Many 
banks and credit cards allow you to set up real-time text, email or mobile app alerts, which are a useful tool for savvy 
consumers. Request to be notified any time there is a transaction of more than $0 on your account, says Alan Brill, senior 
managing director in the Cyber Security and Investigations practice at Kroll, a company that helps organizations prevent 
and respond to cybersecurity risks. “You want to be notified any time that credit card is used.”

Download apps that help you monitor transactions or suspicious activity. For PFCU members, that means  
downloading CardValet, which gives you the tools to track spending, set physical location limits, and more  
for your credit and debit cards. To be diligent, you should consider looking into apps like Credit Karma  
or LifeLock, which can assist in monitoring major changes in accounts and your credit score. 

Don’t let hackers steal your information, by using vigilance; you’ll be able to better protect your  
information and your money. 

https://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/family-finance/articles/how-to-protect-yourself-from-identity-theft


Mt. Olive Bagel was Cash 
Mobbed by the Mt. Olive 
crew. Patrons were given 
the chance to choose any 
reusable PFCU tumbler 
they wanted, which had a 
gift card that would cover 
their breakfast. Everyone 
walked away a winner with 
the tumbler and additional 
PFCU gifts. The mobbers also purchased EMS members their breakfast as well, 
as a thank you for their hard work and dedication in the community.  
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Coming soon to Baldwin Plaza  
in Parsippany.

Community Day welcomed family and 
friends to Picatinny Arsenal where 
there were displays of artillery, live 
music, food trucks and vendors. The 
warm day was a great way to celebrate 
everyone (including our members!) at 
Picatinny Arsenal. 

Summer was in full swing 
by June 29 and all of the 
branches treated happy 
members and friends to ice 
cream and frozen treats. It 
was a sweet way to get into 
the swing of summer with 
our members. 

Branch Office - Holiday Schedule
Columbus Day  .................................................Monday, October 8, 2018  
Veterans Day (observed)  ..........................Monday, November 12, 2018  
Thanksgiving Day  ....................................Thursday, November 22, 2018  
½ Day Christmas Eve  ................................ Monday, December 24, 2018  
Christmas Day  ............................................Tuesday, December 25, 2018  
½ Day New Year’s Eve  .............................. Monday, December 31, 2018 
New Year’s Day  ................................................ Tuesday, January 1, 2019


